
Time: The New Form of Currency 
How one student’s efforts for the IU Bicentennial laid a foundation for years to come 

Oct. 22, 2017 

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. -- A university gives students an education, a degree, and an experience 
of a lifetime. But what can a student give back to their alma mater? 

As a former Indiana University Bicentennial intern, Jessica Ivetich knew money was not the only 
thing an academic institution needed in return.  

“I wanted to give back to the University and learn more about the place that I had been at so 
long,” Ivetich said. 

The Bicentennial is a project designed to celebrate and encapsulate 200 years of history at all 
Indiana University campuses. Its mission is to be academically driven, historically grounded, 
and intellectually stimulating.   1

Ivetich found out about the internship opportunity through the Hudson & Holland Scholarship 
Program,  a scholarship given to high-achieving minority students at Indiana University. 2

While working as a Bicentennial intern for the 2016 to 2017 academic year, Ivetich’s main duties 
were focused on her project: archiving the work and memories of student organizations at IU. 
She reached out to various on-campus organizations, but only a few were willing to participate. 
The main account she worked with was the Indiana University Student Foundation, also known 
as the group of individuals who put on the historic Little 500 every year.  3

The Little 500 is an annual bicycle race that was established in 1951 as a way to raise money 
for undergraduate scholarships. Students create four-person teams and compete in the Men’s 
or Women’s race at the Bill Armstrong Stadium. Since the first race, IUSF has given more than 
$2 million in scholarship aid.  4
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For two hours every single day, Ivetich worked with the executive board of IUSF to store  
everything they’ve ever done in an archive facility. She worked closely with the Bicentennial  
Archives Development and Deployment Project to digitally preserve the Indiana University 
Student Foundation’s archives.  

“Not only did I learn about IU and its past, but now I see the back end of the university at its 
present, and also I’m able to look toward its future,” Ivetich said.  

After each semester, Ivetich participated in an open house put on by the IU Bicentennial. She 
presented her work to other interns, both from Indiana University Bloomington and other 
regional campuses.   
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Ivetich described the open house as a science fair, except with tasty appetizers and massive 
screens to present a semester’s worth of hard work.  

 Photo found on http://blogs.iu.edu/bicentennialblogs/2016/12/15/welcome-to-the-1st-bicentennial-intern-5

open-house/



“The Bicentennial taught me how to work backwards, and figure out how to set deadlines for 
myself in the future,” she said. “It gave me a new level of appreciation for faculty and all the 
things the University does for us.” 

This past summer, Jessica worked directly under the communications and marketing manager 
for the IU Bicentennial Brittany Terwilliger.  

Terwilliger describes Ivetich as a huge help throughout the past year.  

“I wish she was still with me,” Terwilliger said. “She was one of the people who created a 
foundation for future interns to come.” 

Ivetich created a social media database of hundreds of factoids that are put on Instagram, 
Facebook and Twitter captions. The photos were labeled with their descriptions, followed by the 
hashtag #OnThisDay in IU history.  
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While working her second semester for the Bicentennial, Ivetich also constructed a promotional 
plan for the intern blogs. This work set the foundation for the indefinite amount of staff to come.  

Not only did she help the Bicentennial, but this organization helped her future too. 

Jessica, IU Class of 2017 graduate, is now a public relations intern at Pier One Partners in 
Chicago. She works on their social media platforms and other written promotional materials. 
She said without the experience and connections she made at the IU Bicentennial, none of this 
would be possible.  

“I helped prepare those who will be here for the the year 2020 and everything that has yet to 
come. If it wasn’t for the Bicentennial, I wouldn’t be where I am today,” Ivetich said.  


